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We	proceeded	slowly,	but	safely.	The	nearer	we	approached	the	land,	the	more	dreary	and	

unpromising	it	appeared.	The	rocky	coast	seemed	to	announce	to	us	nothing	but	famine	and	

misery.	The	waves,	gently	rippling	against	the	shore,	were	scattered	over	with	barrels,	bales,	

and	chests	from	the	wreck.	Hoping	to	secure	some	good	provisions,	I	called	on	Fritz	for	

assistance;	he	held	a	cord,	hammer,	and	nails,	and	we	managed	to	seize	two	hogsheads in	

passing,	and	fastening	them	with	cords	to	our	vessel,	drew	them	after	us	to	the	shore.	

As	we	approached,	the	coast	seemed	to	improve.	The	chain	of	rock	was	not	entire,	and	Fritz’s	

hawk	eye	made	out	some	trees,	which	he	declared	were	the	cocoa-nut	tree;	Ernest	was	

delighted	at	the	prospect	of	eating	these	nuts,	so	much	larger	and	better	than	any	grown	in	

Europe.	I	was	regretting	not	having	brought	the	large	telescope	from	the	captain’s	cabin,	when	

Jack	produced	from	his	pocket	a	smaller	one,	which	he	offered	me	with	no	little	pride.	

This	was	a	valuable	acquisition,	as	I	was	now	enabled	to	make	the	requisite observations,	and	

direct	my	course.	The	coast	before	us	had	a	wild	and	desert	appearance,--it	looked	better	

towards	the	left;	but	I	could	not	approach	that	part,	for	a	current	which	drove	us	towards	the	

rocky	and	barren	shore.	At	length	we	saw,	near	the	mouth	of	a	rivulet,	a	little	creek	between	

the	rocks,	towards	which	our	geese	and	ducks	made,	serving	us	for	guides.	This	opening	formed	

a	little	bay	of	smooth	water,	just	deep	enough	for	our	boat.	I	cautiously	entered	it,	and	landed	

at	a	place	where	the	coast	was	about	the	height	of	our	tubs,	and	the	water	deep	enough	to	let	

us	approach.	The	shore	spread	inland,	forming	a	gentle	declivity of	a	triangular	form,	the	point	

lost	among	the	rocks,	and	the	base	to	the	sea.	

All	that	were	able	leaped	on	shore	in	a	moment.	Even	little	Francis,	who	had	been	laid	down	in	

his	tub,	like	a	salted	herring,	tried	to	crawl	out,	but	was	compelled	to	wait	for	his	mother’s	

assistance.	The	dogs,	who	had	preceded	us	in	landing,	welcomed	us	in	a	truly	friendly	manner,	

leaping	playfully	around	us;	the	geese	kept	up	a	loud	cackling,	to	which	the	yellow-billed	ducks	

quacked	a	powerful	bass.	This,	with	the	clacking	of	the	liberated	fowls,	and	the	chattering	of	

the	boys,	formed	a	perfect	Babel;	mingled	with	these,	were	the	harsh	cries	of	the	penguins	and	

flamingos,	which	hovered	over	our	heads,	or	sat	on	the	points	of	the	rocks.	They	were	in	

immense	numbers,	and	their	notes	almost	deafened	us,	especially	as	they	did	not	accord	with	

the	harmony	of	our	civilized	fowls.
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1.		Match	the	word	from	the	text	with	their	definitions.	(You	may	want	to	
consult	a	dictionary)

3.		What	do	you	think	they	need	all	of	this	equipment	for	– what	will	they	
do	with	it	next?

2. What	has	happened	in	the	story	immediately	before	this	extract?		
(Use	evidence	from	the	text	to	support	your	answer)	
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hogshead noisy	place

acquisition necessary

requisite barrel of	liquid

declivity downward slope

Babel	 possession
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4.		Explain	how	the	author	uses	language	in	the	last	paragraph	to	
effectively	show	how	happy	the	characters	were	to	be	on	onshore.	

5.		What	does	the	narrator	regret	leaving	on	board	the	ship.

6.		Create	a	summary	in	the	form	of	a	tweet	to	summarise	what	has	
happened	in	this	extract.		(up	to	149	characters	only)	
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