
Making predictions 
 

When we’re predicting what might happen, we can use adverbs and 
modal verbs to show how likely something is to happen. There might be 
several possibilities but, by using these words, you can show which 
option you think is the most likely. 
 

Adverbs Modal verbs 
undoubtedly 
definitely 
certainly 
clearly 

obviously 
surely 

quite likely 
probably 
possibly 
maybe 
hardly 

will 
must 
shall 

ought to 
should 
can 

would 
may 
might 
could 

 
 
 

Sentence structures for predictions 
 

I predict that… might… because… 
 

I think… will definitely… since… 
 

… should… although they might… 
 

It’s quite likely… due to… .  
However, it’s also possible that… because… 
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