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First of all, let me get something straight: This
S a JOLRNAL, not a Jiary. I krow wha‘t ot
says on +he cover, but when Mom went out 4o
h?« this thing T SPECIFICALLY +old her to
get one that didnt say "J.’ary" on it.

Great. All T need is for some Jerk 4o catch me

arry.'hs +his book around and sd' +he wrong idea.

.

The other ﬂ\ms T want 4o clear vp ria\\‘t away
s that this was MOM’s idea, not mine.

But if she thinks T'm gang to write down my
"feel.‘nss" in here or whatever, she'’s crazy. So
Just dont expect me to be all “"Dear Dnry +his
and “Dear Dicr)l" +hat.

The only reason 1 a3ree<l to do this at all is
because T fisore later on when T'm rich and
famous, Tl have better ﬂu’hss +o do than
answer people’s stupid questions all ‘*‘7 long. So
+his book is gonna come in ‘\dhdy.

Like T sad, T be famous one Jay, but for row
T'm stuck in mddle school with a bunch of morons.




Let me Jus+ sa)l for ﬂ\e record ‘ﬂ’uﬁ I ﬂ\-rk
mddle school is the dumbest idea ever invented.

You got kids bke me who haven't hit thei
Sraw‘ﬂ\ spurt 7e+ mixed in with these 3or.11¢s who

And then +h¢7' wonder why bullyms is such a big
problem in_mddle school

T£ i+ was vp to me, 3:‘«:&: levels would be based

on hds}\‘l', not age. But then aaaih, I guess
+hat would mean kids like Ch’raa Gu‘rha would

il be in 4he £ "

Toch is the first Jay of school, and n's)ﬁ now
were just waiting around for the teacher o Mry
vp and finish the seating chart. So T figured T
mght as well write in this book 4o pass the Hime.

B’ +he way, let me gve you some 3004 advice. On

the first ch of school, you got to be real careful

where you sit. You walk into the classroom and Just
plunk your stuff down on any old desk and the

next ‘ﬂ\ihs 7'00 krow the teacher is say.'na—

I HOPE YOU ALL LIKE
WHERE YOURE SITTING,
BECAUSE THESE ARE YOUR
PERMANENT SEATS.

So in this class, T got stuck with Chris Hosey n
front of me and Lionel James in back of me.

L+



Comprehension questions:

1. Why has Greg agreed to write in the journal?

2. Why did Greg not want his Mum to get him a diary?

3. How can you tell Greg doesn’t really like the people he goes to school with?

4. Why is middle school ‘the dumbest idea ever invented’?

5. Why is Greg's solution to grade levels not a particularly good one?

6. What was the good advice Greg says you need to remember on the first day of school?




Comprehension answers:

1. Why has Greg agreed to write in the journal?

When he's rich and famous, he’ll be able to sell his journal so that people know about his life when he was young. He won’t have
to answer their stupid questions.

2. Why did Greg not want his Mum to get him a diary?
Because he didn’t want someone to find him carrying it round and get the wrong idea.
3. How can you tell Greg doesn’t really like the people he goes to school with?
He calls them morons (with an illustration) and he talks about them in a way that shows he doesn’t particularly like them.

4. Why is middle school ‘the dumbest idea ever invented'?
There are kids who haven't reached their growth spurts yet with kids who need to shave twice a day — the ages/stages don't
match up very well and that's why bullying is such a problem.

5. Why is Greg's solution to grade levels not a particularly good one?
He realises that by trying to split people according to their size wouldn’t work either, as the smallest person (Chirag Gupta) would
still be in first grade and that wouldn’t be good for him.

6. What was the good advice Greg says you need to remember on the first day of school?
Be careful where you sit on the first day and don't plonk your bag down anywhere otherwise the teacher might say they are your
permanent seats.



