
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Comprehension questions: 
 

1. Why has Greg agreed to write in the journal? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why did Greg not want his Mum to get him a diary?  
______________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How can you tell Greg doesn’t really like the people he goes to school with? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Why is middle school ‘the dumbest idea ever invented’? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________  

5. Why is Greg’s solution to grade levels not a particularly good one? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________  

6. What was the good advice Greg says you need to remember on the first day of school? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 



Comprehension answers: 
 

1. Why has Greg agreed to write in the journal?  

When he’s rich and famous, he’ll be able to sell his journal so that people know about his life when he was young. He won’t have 
to answer their stupid questions.  

2. Why did Greg not want his Mum to get him a diary?  

Because he didn’t want someone to find him carrying it round and get the wrong idea.  

3. How can you tell Greg doesn’t really like the people he goes to school with?  

He calls them morons (with an illustration) and he talks about them in a way that shows he doesn’t particularly like them.  

4. Why is middle school ‘the dumbest idea ever invented’?  
There are kids who haven’t reached their growth spurts yet with kids who need to shave twice a day – the ages/stages don’t 
match up very well and that’s why bullying is such a problem.  

 
5. Why is Greg’s solution to grade levels not a particularly good one?  

He realises that by trying to split people according to their size wouldn’t work either, as the smallest person (Chirag Gupta) would 
still be in first grade and that wouldn’t be good for him. 
 

6. What was the good advice Greg says you need to remember on the first day of school? 
Be careful where you sit on the first day and don’t plonk your bag down anywhere otherwise the teacher might say they are your 
permanent seats.  


