
 
 

 

Music 

Subject Intent 

Our music curriculum aims to foster a love of music, develop creativity, and provide all pupils 

with the tools to express themselves musically. We believe that music enriches the lives of 

children by encouraging self-confidence, teamwork, and emotional expression. Through a 

diverse and engaging program, we provide pupils with a solid foundation in musical 

knowledge and skills, ensuring they can develop their musical abilities, appreciate different 

genres, and build a lifelong enjoyment of music. The curriculum encourages children to 

perform, compose, listen, and appreciate music in a supportive, inclusive, and fun 

environment. 

 

Aims for Music 

The aims of the music curriculum are to: 

1. Develop musical kills: Equip children with the fundamental musical skills in singing, 

playing instruments, listening, and composing. 

2. Encourage creativity: Provide opportunities for children to explore their creativity 

through composition, improvisation, and performance. 

3. Foster an appreciation of music: Introduce pupils to a wide variety of musical genres, 

artists, and cultural traditions. 

4. Promote confidence and collaboration: Encourage children to perform both 

individually and as part of a group, building teamwork, listening skills, and 

confidence. 

5. Support holistic development: Develop skills such as concentration, coordination, 

memory, and discipline through musical activities. 

 

Coverage in Key Stage 1 

In Key Stage 1, music lessons focus on developing basic musical skills and exploring music 

through a range of practical activities. Pupils will: 

• Singing: Learn to sing simple songs, chants, and rhymes with accurate pitch and 

rhythm. 

• Instruments: Experiment with a variety of percussion instruments and basic pitched 

instruments to explore sound and rhythm. 

• Listening: Begin to listen to and respond to music from different genres and cultures, 

discussing elements such as dynamics, tempo, and texture. 

• Composing: Start composing simple rhythms and melodies using body percussion, 

instruments, and digital tools. 

• Music and movement: Integrate music with movement and dance, learning to 

express emotions and stories through music. 

 



 
 

 

Key Learning Objectives in Key Stage 1: 

• Understand and use basic musical terminology such as beat, rhythm, pitch, and 

tempo. 

• Perform simple pieces with others, following basic patterns. 

• Listen to a variety of music and talk about the feelings and images it evokes. 

 

Coverage in Key Stage 2 

In Key Stage 2, pupils build on their foundational skills and broaden their musical knowledge. 

The curriculum is designed to deepen children's understanding and allow for more 

independent musical expression. Pupils will: 

• Singing: Continue developing vocal skills with more complex songs and harmonies, 

participating in group and solo performances. 

• Instruments: Learn to play a wider range of instruments, including tuned percussion, 

ukuleles, and keyboards, and develop basic skills on each. 

• Listening and appraising: Study music from a variety of cultures, genres, and historical 

periods, identifying musical features such as structure, harmony, and timbre. 

• Composing and improvising: Compose longer, more complex pieces, experimenting 

with rhythm, melody, and harmony. Pupils will be encouraged to improvise and use 

digital tools for composition. 

• Performance: Regular opportunities for group performances, fostering collaboration 

and confidence in public settings. 

Key Learning Objectives in Key Stage 2: 

• Develop a deeper understanding of musical notation and basic music theory. 

• Improve coordination and control over musical instruments. 

• Express thoughts and ideas through more structured compositions. 

• Enhance listening skills through critical evaluation of a range of musical works. 

 

Kapow Music Scheme 

We use the Kapow Music Scheme as a core resource to deliver the music curriculum. Kapow 

provides a comprehensive, progressive framework for teaching music that supports both the 

National Curriculum requirements and the aims of our school’s music vision. Through Kapow, 

children engage with a wide variety of music, from traditional songs to contemporary 

compositions, across different genres and cultural backgrounds. 

Kapow's interactive and user-friendly tools allow for accessible learning, including music 

theory, listening activities, and performance techniques. In addition, Kapow enables both 

teacher-led and child-centred learning experiences, catering to different learning styles and 

abilities. The scheme’s flexibility also allows us to tailor lessons to suit the specific needs of our 

pupils, ensuring inclusivity and differentiation. 



 
 

 

 

Teaching and Assessment  

Each music session is structured to provide a balance between listening, performing, 

composing, and appraising, ensuring that children experience all aspects of music in a 

practical, engaging way. 

Assessment in music is ongoing and is primarily conducted through teacher assessments. 

These assessments are carried out termly, using both formative and summative methods to 

track progress. Teachers observe and listen to pupils during practical music activities, noting 

their achievements in areas such as rhythm, pitch, performance, and creativity. In addition, 

pupils may complete tasks that demonstrate their understanding of musical concepts and 

reflect on their learning. Teacher assessments help inform future planning and identify areas 

for further development. 

End-of-year assessments and celebrations, including school concerts or performances, 

provide opportunities for children to showcase their skills and progress. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 


